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REMARKS 

Applicants appreciate the careful consideration and favorable treatment of the present 
application in which claims 2, 3, 6, 8, 9, 12, 13, 16, 17, 20, 21, 25, 26, 29, 30, 33, 43-45 and 50-53 
were indicated as being allowed. 

Claims 1, 4, 5, 7, 10, 11, 14, 15, 18, 19, 22-24, 27, 28, 31, 32 and 42 stand rejected on 
prior art grounds and more specifically, as being unpatentable based on a combination of Honma 
and Noguchi. 

Claim 1 recites that a material layer forming an outermost protective surface overlying 
the second metal wire layer is in contact with the transparent layer. Applicants respectfully submit 
that this feature is not disclosed in either of the cited references and moreover, Noguchi teaches that 
the outer layer 17 (glass fiber and matrix layer) that overlays the wires 15 is not in contact with a 
transparent intermediate layer between wire layers but rather is in contact with a layer that underlies 
the metal wire layer. As a result, a combination of the references would not yield the present 
invention. 

In addition, claim 1 has been amended to recite that the transparent layer is disposed 
across opposing planar faces of the first metal wire layer and the second metal wire layer and 
contacts the main layer in spaces between the first metal wire layer and contacts the layer of low- 
elasticity fiber layer in spaces between the second metal wire layer. Applicants respectfully submit 
that this feature is neither disclosed nor suggested in the cited references, either taken alone or in 
combination, since the claimed transparent layer contacts not only opposing planar faces of the 
wires but also contacts the low-elasticity fiber and resin layer (outer layer) and the main layer. 
None of the layers in either of the cited references has the claimed layer that contacts both the 
innermost and outermost layers and extends across planar surfaces of the wires. 

For at least these reasons, reconsideration and allowance of claim 1 are respectfully 

requested. 
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Independent claims 4 and 5 have been amended in the same manner as claim 1 was 
amended and therefore, these claims should be allowed for the same reasons why claim 1 should be 
allowed. 

The claims dependent on independent claims 1 , 4 and 5 should be allowed as being 
dependent on what should be allowed independent claims. 



In view of the above, each of the presently pending claims in this application is believed 
to be in immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
pass this application to issue. 



Dated: August 3, 2004 




Respectfully submAtei 



Edward J. Ellis 

Registration No.: 40,389 
DARBY & DARBY P.C. 
P.O. Box 5257 

New York, New York 10150-5257 
(212) 527-7700 
(212) 753-6237 (Fax) 
Attorneys/ Agents For Applicant 
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